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to the advancement of religion and to the promotion of the usefulness of the Gompa. He was, after all, of a jolly, good-natured sort, and, when we promised him more bakhshish on our return, he leered like a Himis mask. Fortune, however, ordered that we should return by another, much more difficult, route, and we never saw him again.
We now marched down the Rangdum valley on the south side of the river over rock-d6bra and swampy meadows to a point half-way to Guimatunga. After considerable searching a small grass-covered spot was found dry enough to camp on* ita surfaoe, about six inches above the streams by which it was surrounded, just large enough to hold the tents. Here Swamp Camp was pitched. The mosquitoes hailed our arrival with a gusto, which showed that human beings were a rare article of diet for them. But their attack ceased soon after sunset, and they did not disturb our sleep, probably because the nights were so cold that, as was also the case with the mosquitoes on the Deosai Plains at about the same altitude, their activity was checked.
Resuming the march early in the morning we made our way over bush-covered swamps, boulder-